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I moved onto the Island almost twenty years ago. When I was introduced to my neighbor by a friend, the first question I was asked was what church did I belong to. I kind of stammered through a noncommittal answer which was immediately followed by an invitation to this gentleman’s church. I was taken aback by the nature of such a personal question but passed it off as just one individual.
I soon found that this individual was not alone. It seemed that everyone I met would eventually ask this question within the first few minutes of a conversation.  I have lived all over the country and don’t seem to remember any other location where this type of question would be asked by a stranger. 
It seems that this area of the country, what was once called the southern part of the Bible Belt, has failed to move into the modern age of diversity that comprises the new South.  In the old South this homogeneous area was populated by just a few family names; many intermarried and most attending a few local churches. Most non-Christians either kept their heads down or went ahead and attended a church just to fit in. Of course, there was still one group not included. The Black population was Christian but attended their separate churches.
The idea that there were people other than Christian living in the community was apostate. Perhaps there might have been a few Jewish people but there were certainly no Synagogues.
Well, the rest of the country seems to have grown up since those bygone days. An individual’s religion or lack thereof is their own personal business. No one, unless a very close friend of some time, would ask another what church they attended. This has probably come from a growing realization and understanding of what freedom of religion really means in the course of normal social interaction. It has also been driven by the much greater diversity of people living in this society.
This failure of our local community to accept the tenets of our Constitution as well as the diversity of our society has now forced some brave citizens to pursue legal action through the courts to protect their civil rights. It seems that Government officials feel that, based on their constituency and their own personal religious views, can deliberately violate others civil rights. This is evidenced by several recent cases including the Yulee High School gay/straight alliance. The other case involves School Officials from Pace Florida that regularly conducted lunch time Christian prayers. Naturally, the Court ordered a stop to such actions based on the “Freedom of Religion” clause in the constitution. Any Government officials, especially in schools, must ensure that they do not condone or promote any religion as this violates the Constitution. Recently, these officials violated the Court’s order by conducting a Christian prayer at the dedication luncheon of a new fieldhouse. Now they are facing jail time as appropriate. 
Many of our local citizens, including much of what is left of the Bible Belt, would argue this interpretation of the Constitution is incorrect and infringes on their right to practice their freedom of religion. Nothing could be further from the truth. It seems that the emotional aspect of Southern Christian belief somehow prevents a rational understanding of the intricacies of what the Constitution means.
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There is a definite belief among many Christians that the correct interpretation of the Constitution amounts to oppression. 

As a result, for any group that promotes and attempts to uphold the Constitution and respect the wide diversity of other religions or the non-religious, it is somehow anti-American and it is trying to destroy the moral fabric of our society. This singular view by the American southern religion is no different than many other cultures that persecute anyone of a different faith; as long as that culture isn’t our own then its okay to condemn the others. 

As the Democratic Party has discussed and embraced diversity, much of the Southern Christian society has come to view the Democratic Party as morally deficient when nothing could be more false. It is the very basic moral fabric of our country that the Democratic Party is upholding; the freedom of religion. More moderate Southern Churches and denominations have become split with some supporting the views of the Democrats and other’s not supporting them; but mention the ACLU and almost everyone condemns it as that “communist group”.
This southern Christianity has therefore developed a secret code to determine if you are a Democrat; they ask you what church you attend.  If you give the wrong answer, then you are obviously a Democrat or a member of some other unacceptable political group or even as evil as a member of the ACLU.

The widespread Southern Christian belief that Democrats have no moral base is as misguided as their ignorance surrounding prayer by Government officials in Government meetings or schools.
Our own local Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) has apparently failed to get the message as well. At every meeting I have attended, there is a Christian prayer as part of beginning the meeting. Perhaps our local BOCC is under the impression that they are only following Congress’ example where there is a prayer to start their business as well. Unfortunately, our BOCC doesn’t understand the diversity of prayer that is exhibited in Congress. There have been many different religious leaders that lead the prayers as well as simple moments of silence for those who choose not to pray.

I believe our local BOCC is scared of the consequences of having a prayer that is not Christian based. They fear a rebellion among their largest voting base. They also fear that the more Southern Congregations will begin to believe that the BOCC is slipping into the dangerous land of the Democratic Party.
Personally, I am deeply embarrassed by the reliance on only Christian prayer at the BOCC. It is another example of the simple thoughtlessness that the BOCC exhibits towards most issues; assuming that their base will drop them for making the right decisions. Instead the BOCC has a habit of making only politically expedient decisions. 

Recently, we have seen some evidence that the Southern Churches are awakening to the idea that they have been used by the National Republican Party. The multitude of sexual scandals and illegal use of funds by elected Republicans has begun to make a slight impression among some that perhaps the Republicans are not the Party of moral standards. The Democratic Party has been leading by example with strong family values such as the Obamas. Meanwhile, the list of sexual affairs and broken marriages by Republicans continues to grow.
Still, the majority of the Southern Church members vote for the Party and not the individual candidate. Do they understand that this is a perversion of the political intent of the Framer’s of our Constitution? 

When will Nassau County awake to fight off the ignorance of the past; to understand the deep meanings of our Constitution regarding religious freedom; to realize that they have been used by the Republican Party; to vote for the best qualified candidate and not just a political Party?

How long will it take for Nassau County to realize that the Democratic Party is not the evil machine but a Party representing high moral and ethical standards and presenting candidates ready to lead this county and our country through the 21st century?
Democrats are not anti-Christian. They represent the diversity of our country both culturally and religiously as the Framer’s of our Republic intended. The citizens of Nassau County will hopefully one day drop the secret code words and participate in civil discourse on the merits of policy and candidates.

