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Fernandina Beach, Amelia Island declared Ghost Towns
There are ghost towns on our Island. That’s right; behind the pretty facades of gated Condominiums lies a barren and dangerous wasteland. The pretty flowers, palm trees and the walls hide an ugly secret; the half built decaying structures of condominiums sitting unoccupied.

These buildings certainly fall into the category of eyesore, unsafe, unmaintained decaying structures.

The first and worst lies off of Sadler Road across from the Food Lion shopping center; there behind the first few completed buildings is a lake surrounded by partially finished buildings in various stages of decay. These buildings are a disgrace to the City of Fernandina Beach. The single family neighborhood behind the condo’s must view these buildings everyday; not to mention the poor souls who bought the condo’s in the first few finished buildings.

If these buildings were located in certain other neighborhoods, the order to condemn and teardown these structures would have been given long ago. The building permits on these structures expired long ago yet where is the building department personnel that should be condemning these structures? The city has an ordinance that requires the demolition of such structures. Why is that not being enforced? The owners are to be given a certain limited amount of time to correct the problem and if they don’t then the City demolishes the structure and liens the property.  Why has the city taken no action?

The County has several projects that need condemnation. Condos off of First Coast Highway on the south end of the Island along with the old Summerwoods Apartments; now the Summerwoods abandoned condos.

Perhaps the worst County failure is the “Stonehenge” project. It used to be called Tuscany; located on the south side of A1A and just west of the Shave Bridge. This site should never have been developed in the first place and now we are left with concrete pillars bearing the uncanny resemblance to Stonehenge. Of course, the BOCC will claim they are just promoting tourism by having a copy here of a World Heritage Site but in reality we have an unsafe, unsightly, public eyesore that should be condemned and the concrete bulldozed and removed. It is obvious the site has been abandoned yet the County continues to do nothing. Then again, doing nothing is what the BOCC is best known for unless a developer friend needs something.

These condo ghost towns need to be dealt with in a professional manner to protect our community from the blight of abandoned buildings. It has been over two years since most of these projects have had any activity at all; how long will it take our elected officials to take action to clean up this mess?
